8th Grade Foreign Language Program
(Insert DATE)

Dear Parents and Students:


The Cobb County School District allows a one-year high school foreign language course to be offered to eligible students entering eighth grade. Students who successfully complete one year of high school foreign language in middle school may begin a second year of foreign language in high school (based on grades and teacher recommendation). Upon completion, one high school credit will be awarded and a “P” for “pass” will be recorded on the high school transcript. A numerical grade will be recorded each nine weeks on the middle school report card. Parents and students should note that colleges and universities may request middle school grades. Therefore, we urge all students to maintain the highest possible numerical average in their high school courses taken in middle school.

The decision to study foreign language in middle school should be given serious thought. A foreign language course adds to your child’s workload and requires daily application, study and homework. Successful students tend to be highly motivated, know how to plan their time efficiently, and stay the course. Foreign language is not a middle school requirement, but a high school level course offered to students capable of carrying an additional academic subject. A self-assessment rubric is attached to guide the decision-making process.

Eligibility:  For students who attended a public Georgia school in 6th and 7th grade, CRCT scores in the area of “total reading” will be reviewed to determine eligibility. A student who scores at Level 3 (“Exceeds Expectations”) can be considered for the program. Students who did not attend a public Georgia middle school in 6th and 7th grade may be eligible to take a foreign language class in 8th grade if they scored at the 60th percentile or higher on their most recent nationally normed reading comprehension exam, It is important to know that 8th grade foreign language students may not be scheduled into a reading course, yet must still pass the CRCT reading test at the end of 8th grade in order to be promoted. In addition, a self-assessment rubric score of 33 or higher would best ensure success in the program.

Course offerings: Foreign languages will be offered in all middle schools. The decision as to which language(s) a school offers is left to the discretion of the principal. In the past, principals have also had the option of a before or after school Latin or German course depending upon the availability of a certified teacher and local funding from the Cobb County Board of Education. This option may be available next year if local funding is again available. All 8th grade foreign language courses award one unit of high school credit upon successful completion.

Enrollment: Please have your student complete the attached rubric. Review the rubric recommendations and indicate your preference for next school year. Once the school receives the 7th grade CRCT scores, the final placement decision will be made. Scheduling of foreign language courses may occur during the summer.

The rubric and enrollment form should be returned to the HOMEROOM TEACHER. Enrollment is made on a first-come, first serve basis (based on student meeting eligibility requirements.)

Sincerely,

Principal or designee
