(Insert Date)

Dear Parents and Students:

The Cobb County School District offers a one-year foreign language program to eligible middle school students entering eighth grade.  Upon successful completion of this program, students may earn the equivalent of one year of high school foreign language credit.  Accordingly, students who successfully complete their middle school foreign language study will be placed in the second year of high school foreign language as a ninth grader.

Students who have received a score at the 60th percentile on the most recent reading comprehension exam may elect to take a foreign language class in place of reading.  Students who score a Level 1  or 2 on the CRCT should remain in a district approved reading program and postpone foreign language study until the ninth grade.

Students are expected to complete the one-year program during the eighth grade.  Middle school foreign language teachers will give students a numerical grade each grading period.  Upon successful completion of the program, students will receive a numerical grade which will be recorded on their middle school transcripts.  In turn, a letter grade of P* will be recorded on the high school transcript and one high school credit will be awarded for the course. 

The decision to study foreign language in middle school should be given serious thought.  A foreign language course adds to your child’s workload and requires daily application, study and homework.  Successful students tend to be highly motivated, know how to plan their time efficiently, and stay the course.  Foreign language is not a middle school requirement, but rather a high school level course offered to interested students capable of carrying an additional academic subject. A self-assessment rubric is attached to guide your decision.

Foreign language course offerings at the middle school include Spanish for all middle schools and French at selected middle schools; additionally, principals have the option of a before or after school Latin or German course.  These courses (Latin & German) are equivalent to the courses (French & Spanish) offered during the regular middle school day, award one unit of credit upon successful completion, and are taught by certified foreign language teachers from the local middle school or high school.  Latin and German course offerings are dependent upon the availability of a certified teacher and local funding from the Cobb County Board of Education.

Please sign and return the completed form to _______________ by ________indicating your permission for your child to take foreign language pending his /her CRCT exam results and teacher recommendation.

Sincerely,

Principal

*Parents and students should note that colleges and universities may request middle school grades.  Therefore, we urge all students to maintain the highest possible numerical average in their high school courses taken in middle school.







